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ABOUT THE ENERGY CHARTER TREATY (ECT)

In the early 1990s, after the end of the Cold War, the Dutch Prime Minister at the time,
Ruud Lubbers, took the initiative to establish cooperation in the field of energy between
the East and the West. His efforts paved the way for the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT)
which was signed in December 1994 at Lisbon and entered into force in April 1998.

The ECT establishes a unique multilateral legal framework for facilitating international
energy cooperation. Its key principles, namely, openness of energy markets, investment
protection and non-discrimination stimulate foreign direct investment and cross-border
trade. As of 1 March 2020, the ECT has 56 Signatories and Contracting Parties
(including the European Union and EURATOM).

The Energy Charter Secretariat is based in Brussels, Belgium. It is headed by Secretary-
General Urban Rusnak. The main functions of the Secretariat include:

Monitoring the implementation of the ECT,;

Assisting governments in enhancing their investment climate through various instruments;
Offering support for dispute settlement and conflict resolution;

Developing regulation and model agreements for cross-border energy projects;
Organising capacity building and training sessions related to the ECT;

Assisting Observer countries with ECT accession
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Number of Arbitration Cases under the ECT: 135 cases”
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http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=39
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=40
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=41
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=18
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=33
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=10
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=11
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=12
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ActResults.jsp?act_id=9
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Islamic Republic of Iran v. United States of America

The Court finds that it has jurisdiction, and that the Iran’s Application is admissible,
(This judgment is final, without appeal and binding on the parties),

1 By fifteen votes to one,

Finds, consequently, that it has jurisdiction, on the basis of Article XXI, paragraph 2,
of the Treaty of Amity, Economic Relations, and Consular Rights of 1955, to entertain
the Application filed by the Islamic Republic of Iran on 16 July 2018, and that the said
Application is admissible
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